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If a “Christian society” is one 
where Christian belief and 

practice are generally accepted 
as norms, a “post-Christian” 
society is one where this was 
once the case but where now 
Christian belief and practice 
are generally challenged or 

transposed into a secular key.  
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Post-Christian societies share 
things in common both with 
pre-Christian / pagan culture 

(up to AD 800) and with 
Christian culture  
(AD 800-1800).
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Pre-Christian

Widespread scepticism toward 
Christianity 
Accusations that Christianity is 
immoral and dangerous 
Ignorance of Christian beliefs

6

Pre-Christian

Widespread scepticism toward 
Christianity 
Accusations that Christianity is 
immoral and dangerous 
Ignorance of Christian beliefs

Christian

Assumption of monotheism 

Admiration for Jesus 

Ubiquity of Judeo-Christian 
ethics (assumed to be secular) 



2007 2021

Percentage of Americans who identify as ‘Christian’ / ‘no religion’

Pew Research

15% decline in 14 years
73%

47%

70%
1940 2000

2020

3% drop
23% drop

Zondervan, 2023

Ipsos Poll (Oct 2017)

USA equal 10th

Australia equal 2nd

UK equal 3rd



55% “God or a higher spiritual power”  
(NCLS Australian Community Survey, 2021) 

57.9% “God or higher spiritual power”  
(McCrindle Research, 2021)

INCREASING IRRELIGION 
AND ENDURING BELIEF

Resurrection of Jesus 
(McCrindle Research 2021)
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PEOPLE OFTEN HAVE TWO ‘CHRISTIANITIES’  
IN MIND AT THE SAME TIME

an exciting tension between 
enduring plausibility and 
significant contestability.

The perfect point for sharing Christ

20DOOMING
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COMPROMISING
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100 pt
100 pt

RETREATING
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ATTACKING
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DOOMING COMPROMISING

100 pt
100 pt

RETREATING ATTACKING

1 Peter 3:8-16
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